Chapter

9

Data Searching Tools

In Chapter 1 you carried out some simple searches on a database. Now that you
are more familiar with FileMaker Pro you can use its tools to carry out more detailed
searches.

1  Load FileMaker Pro 10, click on OPEN DATABASE and select BROWSE FILES. Or
close the current file and select OPEN from the FILE menu.

2 Access your FMP10 FILES folder and open:
Library Orders 7 Copy

Multiple Selection Tools

You can search a database on more than one field in two ways. AND searches and
OR searches.

A Searching on one Field and Another

To illustrate how to search on one field AND another, let’s find all the HISTORY book
orders that were $100 or more.

1 Open the PURCHASE LIST layout and click on the FIND button in the STATUS
TOOLBAR (or press CTRL+F or COMMAND+F) to change the screen to FIND
MODE.

2 Click in the SUBJECT AREA field box
and enter:

& FileMaker Pro - [Library Orders 7 Copy]
0l File' Edit Wiew Insert Format Redquests Scripts  Window  Help

4 | | = :
[ <3 L ' & Total o’

Fdeequasts hew Reqgtrest Dwiets penuest ‘ Pt
Layouk: | Purchase List :- View As:| = %E Matching recards: W fde-
Merryville High School

Book List
B Moy 2009

History

3 TAB to the AMOUNT field box and
enter: >=100

Title Author Subject 2 Received  Copies Price  Amy

------------

iy B Wity 11 A1 E

NOTE: >=stands for greater than or equal to. It means that 100

and all numbers over 100 will be found in the search.
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# FileMaker Pro - [Library Orders 7 Copy] |Z|[E||Z|
j File Edit Wiew Insert Format Records  Scripts  Window  Help =} D8
| %ﬂ 11 3leu;2 sorkes Eﬁ ‘ -Er :.. I '-——1 ( o
e B i o[ 4 Clickon the PERFORM FIND button
s T e—— 1 = LR in the STATUS TOOLBAR (or press
Merryville High School

<enter or <return>) and you should

Iﬁ

Book List .
S receive 3 records.
Title Author Subject Awe(l Copies Price  Amount |
The Gold Rush Lawsan History 18Feb, 20010 12 $17.90 $214.80
Medieval Europe Lawson Histary 18Feh, 2010 20 §$18.50 $370.00
The French Revolution Dujon History 2 Mar, 2010 5 §28.50 §$142.50

NOTE: The condition that was set here was that the books had to be a

HISTORY book AND have an AMOUNT of $100 or more.

B Searching on one Field or Another

There are times when you wish to list the contents of one field OR the contents of
another. To illustrate this let’s list just the HISTORY or LIBRARY books.

1  Click on the FIND button in the STATUS TOOLBAR to return to FIND MODE.

@ FileMaker Pro - [Library Orders 7 Copy] |:HE||E
ja i} File  Edit “iew Insert Format Reguests Scripts Window  Help T
; | 1= : e .
J<«irpl | & o Gy | 2 Inthe SUBJECT AREA box enter:
Find Réque_,_s_ts Naw Reqiest Driets pequsst | Perform Find
Layout: |Purchase List v iew s = = = Matching records: [RTndUaE H Isto ry
Merryville High School
Book List
6 Mov 2009
Title Author Subject Argg Received  Copies Price  Amount
L) ‘B i History | PR E e

i@ FileMaker Pro - [Library Orders 7 Copy] CI'Ck on the NEW REQU EST bUttOh

3:“8 Edit I\-'iew Insert : FutzRequests Scripts  Window  Help I in the STATUS TOOLBAR (or press
[«i-1 | &5 o e CTRL+N or COMMAND+N). A new

“Find Réque_,_sts New Reguest: Delete Request L g

Layout:| Purchase List v ! Mewhs:| = %E

row of field boxes will be displayed.

(4 In the SUBJECT AREA box enter:

Title > Or Subject Area Received Copies Price Amor, . .
History lel’ary
T . TTTTTTY T | ETTTT

= B Library
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B llaMaker Pio - [Library Ordars 7 Copy] E
7 Fis £ Yew oo Famar fecords Sools  Windos  mish -

ol Shee B0 2 L8 XI5 Click on the PERFORM FIND button
makipetutin | i | Livwrn | in the STATUS TOOLBAR and either

= the HISTORY books OR the LIBRARY

Book List

B Now 3008 books will be searched for and both
[ v Aufthaa Suliesl Araa wroawt | dISpIayed,
Ets 800 e ARATTVEIN Lty Taf 15 FMFS §ITLIS
T Gold Fuyn Lo |itatary i3 S0 S04
Matisval Eumps Lawon Himbiary 16 Feb 2090 X f1080 £370.00
Wrie] Wfas 11 Eimiky Hinfary 18 Fap, 2010 ¥ §ii% MRG0
VTS il ame ArderEdn Leorary Z3Fel 20D 4 FE AWM
& French Revobaton D HisEary 4 Mar, 2on S EIBS0D miarmh

NOTE: You have two choices when using multiple selection searches.
If you enter the multiple selections in the one request line,
all the entries must be part of the record for the record to be
found. If you enter multiple selections in separate request
lines, records satisfying any one request will be found.

Omitting Records

In a search you may wish to omit certain records for one reason or another: loans may
have been repaid, employees are on leave, a school may wish to list all those students
who speak a language other than English, etc.

To illustrate this let’s find all the Subject Area books apart from those purchased by the
Library. The easiest way to do this is to omit any Library books.

1 Click on the FIND button (or press CTRL+F or COMMAND+F) to enter FIND MODE.

B Filamakar Pro - [Library Ordeis 7 Copy]

[§ Fie Filt Vo Tooerl Formed Repends Soges Wk Bep

7 X
i =11 o 1 i .
g Gl o (i 5] [
Pt Navp e e STk Fesirm Bima Cparet Bind e Fj ks
Lvuads [ Punchios Lt ol i e Malituny pecineist | Dk [ICE [t Ofpmaloi =

Merryville High School

Book List

(2 In the SUBJECT AREA field box enter:

& Miw 3003 Library

=T e Camijest Area F_njmu.m r.onl"""ﬁl__’“ﬁﬁ"?{—ﬂ . H

! C {7 oy TR 8] then click on the OMIT button in the
LAYOUT BAR.
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# FileMaker Pro - [Library Orders 7 Copy] |Z|[E||Z|
™) File' Edit Wiew Insert Format Recards Scripbs  Window  Help =L D
% | 5 || gy 1nf1s = | & & | =
| E 5 ' Found {Unsorted) ﬁ E_Er E} 4 - %‘9
Records. ‘ Show All | Mew Record, Dsiete Recard | Find Sart
e — TN = AR 2] | e |
Merryville High™Sghool @
Book List -
5 Nov 2009 3 Click on the PERFORM FIND button
Title Author Subject Area Received Copies Prl and a” the books Ordered apa rt from
The Gaold Rush Lawsan Histary 18 Feb 2010 12 $17.90 . . .
or Finae Wiz Haths 0 a the Library orders will be displayed.
Medieval Europe Lawson History 18 Feh, 2015 b $370.00 |n thiS case 10 bOOkS ShOUld be
England My England Daley English 9 Feh, 2010 2 §25.00  §50.00
Computers atWork Simpson Info Tech 19Feb, 2010 18 $3295 §$593.10 found°
Warld War Il Stronsky History 19 Feb, 2010 3 §23.50  §70.50
Stepping Out o' Reilly English 31Feh, 2010 & $1655 $124.40

Maths in Action Miller Maths 26 §2305 §508.75
Learning FileMaker Pro Verhon Infa Tech 1 Mar, 2010 10 $25.95 $259.50
The French Revolution Djon History 2 Mar, 2010 5 B28.50 $142.50

Finding Blank Entries

Fields that have no entries can be found. For example, there are two books in the list
that have been ordered, but not yet received. Those orders can be listed.

1  Click on the FIND button in the STATUS TOOLBAR to enter FIND MODE.

@l FileMaker Pro — [Library Orders 7 Copy]

™) File Edit View Insert Formst Requests Seripts Window  Help = L e
Eafl | | =18 - ~ ( Iy
| e 4 El Total Q? r‘% q E’A'
Find Reguests New Reguest: Driets penysst | Pedorm Find  Tancel Fing | Saved Finds
Layout:| Purchase List ¥ ! Miewhs: EEE Matehing records:m Insert:| Opsrators = |
s . - yhile wor
Merryville High School R || —— match N field
| Data Eniry |
Book List e | find duplicate values
B Now 2008 < less than
-
Title Author Subject Area Received Copies Price  Amount | 2 Click in the RECEIVED ﬁeld bOX.
Iy 1A G ] ERENRE PR ]
i TR S H IS I S Yoltnnad Coosssiis 4

Display the INSERT pop-up menu in
T~ theLAYOUT BAR and select MATCH
ON WHOLE WORD (OR MATCH
EMPTY). An = sign should be added
to the RECEIVED field box.

You can enter the = sign directly in the required field box.
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